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The 2019/20 rainy season was highly antici-

pated as it followed a prolonged drought sea-

son that affected a record 45 million people 

in the region (SASSCAL 2020).  

The SASSCAL analysis of CHIRPS 2.0 precipita-

tion data (Funk et al 2015) shows that the 

2019/20 rainy season remained a below nor-

mal rainy season for large parts of Botswana, 

Namibia, South Africa and Zambia. For most 

of Angola, however, the rainy season was 

either normal or above normal.  

The prolonged drought has challenged the 

region’s water security and hydro-power sup-

ply, as dam levels were particularly low. The 

2019/20 precipitation figures of the catch-

ment areas of the main or biggest national 

dams of the region show that Gaborone 

Dam’s catchment received above normal pre-

cipitation, Gariep Dam’s catchment received 

normal precipitation, but Itezhi Tezhi, Gove 

and Von Bach Dam’s catchment areas re-

ceived below normal precipitation .  
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The 2019/2020 Rainy Season of 
southern Africa 

Von Bach dam after inflow March 2020 

A river flowing in the 
Swakop catchment  

Historic Average = 366 mm 
2019/20 = 335 mm 

Historic Average = 1,136 mm 
2019/20 = 402 mm 

Historic Average = 548 mm 
2019/20 = 546 mm 

Historic Average = 1,047 mm 
2019/20 = 933 mm 

Historic Average = 432 mm 
2019/20 = 513 mm 


