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Daily rainfall of 2021 in southern Africa compared to historic daily rainfall (1981 to 2021)
September 2022

Average daily rainfall from 1981 to 2021 (mm)

Monthly and annual rainfall
data cannot provide insight
into the frequency and mag-
nitude of rainfall events that
are needed to produce
floods, replenish dams and
aquifers, create sufficient
grazing and ensure the pro-
duction of rain-fed crops, in
particular in the southern

African landscape.

The spatial and temporal
variability of daily rainfall
patterns can provide insight
into the frequency and
patterns of rainfall during
the wet season.
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Daily Rainfall in Southern Africa from 1981 to 2021

The WMO proposes a
number of climate
indices, which include
the SDII (Simple Daily
Precipitation Intensi-
ex), that sum-
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Daily Rainfall in Southern Africa from 1981 to 2021

Average difference

between total num-
ber of days with
rainfall and days
with >= 1 mm of
rainfall
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